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SUBJECT: GALLA ARMY IN HARARGHE? 

1. US NAVY OPTHALMOLOGISTS WORKING IN HARAR REPORT THAT DEMONSTRATIO 
N 

OF APPROXIMATELY 3,000 LOCAL FARMERS TOOK PLACE IN HARAR CITY ON 
AUGUST 10. DEMONSTRATORS WERE CARRYING RED FLAGS AND CHANTING IN 
UNISON AND, ACCORDING TO LOCAL INFORMANTS, WERE MEMBERS OF A 
"GALLA ARMY"' ORGANIZED BY STUDENT CAMPAIGNERS. CAMPAIGNERS HAD 
ALLEGEDLY ORGANIZED DEMONSTRATION AGAINST ADAR TRIBE- WEALTHY 
LANDHOLDERS IN THAT AREA. DEMONSTRATION LASTED APPROXIMATELY ONE 
HOUR AND WAS BROKEN UP BY THIRD DIVISION TROOPS AND MILITARY POLICE 
ON ORDERS OF GOVERNOR. 

2. ALSO TAKING PART IN DEMONSTRATION WAS GROUP OF 12 TO 16 YOUTHS-- 
"COLLEGE STUDENT TYPES’"- WHO WERE DRESSED IN NEW GREEN UNIFORMS 
UNLIKE ANY GOVERNMENT UNIFORM SOURCES HAVE SEEN, WITH LARGE 
RED STAR ON CAP AND POCKET. WHEN SEEN ON PREVIOUS OCCASION THESE 
UNIFORMED MEN WERE MARCHING IN FORMATION WITH FRONT RANK CARRYING 
RED FLAGS AND REAR RANK CARRYING RIFLES. THEY DID NOT APPEAR 
HOSTILE TO AMERICANS RIDING IN AN OFFICIAL AMERICAN VEHICLE. 
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3. COMMENT: THIS IS FIRST REPORT EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED CONCERNING 
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ORGANIZATION OF A "GALLA ARMY." AS FOR UNIFORMED MEN. MOST PLAUSIBLE 
EXPLANATION IS THAT THEY ARE GALLA ZEMETCHA STUDENTS ATTEMPTING 
TO PLAY ON GALLA NATIONALISM. 

HUMMEL 
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